York, contains selected “Science in Action” scripts, plus a lead chapter by Draper 
devoted to the arts of television production. The 176-page book is copiously 
illustrated; sells for $4.20, including sales tax and handling. 


EPOC Makino CONFERENCE 


THE ANNUAL conference of scientists investigating the Pacific Ocean tuna fishery 
was held at the Academy November 15-17. It was attended by 30 biologists 
and oceanographers from California, Oregon, Washington, British Columbia, 
and Hawaii. 

This meeting was followed on November 18 by an oceanographic conference 
directed toward coérdinating all of the oceanographic and fisheries investiga- 
tions in the Pacific area. The conference resulted in the formation of a somewhat 
informal organization known as the Eastern Pacific Oceanic Conference, or 
EPOC, which will hold annual meetings hereafter. 


To Arrenp ATLANTA MEETINGS 
Dr. Rosperr C. Miter, director of the California Academy of Sciences, and 
W. I. Follett, curator of ichthyology, will represent the Academy at the 122nd 
meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, December 
26-31, 1955, at Atlanta. 

Follett, who was recently reelected to the council of the Society of Systematic 
Zoology, will present at a session of that Society a paper entitled “Modifications 
of the International Rules of Zoélogical Nomenclature, Proposed Since the 1953 
Copenhagen Congress.” 


ASTRONOMY SECTION 


Leon E. Sacanave, in charge of the Astronomy Section, announces the Section 
will not meet this month. 


New MEMBERS 


Tir FOLLOWING MEMBERS were elected by the Council at its meeting of Novem- 


ber 16, 1955: 


REGULAR MEMBERSHIP Famity MEMBERSHIP 
Mr. Fremont O. Ballou Mr. Louis Rapp 
Mr. Martin F, Beebee Dr. Merrell A. Sisson 
Dr. Donald Cooksey Mrs. Bertha L. Tilden 
Miss Rose M. Dunham Mrs. Margaret R. White 
Mr. Walter S. Hertzmann Mr. T. N. Young 
Dr. Lillian Lawrence 
Miss Marie L. Mans ConTRIBUTING MEMBERSHIP 
Mr. Milton R. Nitsch Mr. F.. Morris Cox 
Mr. Sam Scripps 
Captain F. A. Tusler STUDENT MEMBERSHIP 

Linda Briggs 

Lire MEMBERSHIP Elizabeth Forbes 

Mr. John Tashjian David Rentz 
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December Announcement 


Tuer recutar December meeting of the California Academy of Sciences will be 
held at 8:15 pe. m., Wednesday, December 14, in the May Treat Morrison Audi- 
torium. Tom and Arlene Hadley, who call themselves a nature team, will present 
an Audubon screen tour film: 


“Into THE NortH Woops” 


Here is a dramatic motion picture film of wildlife, an adventure story of the 
great out-ol-doors which takes you on a trek into one of the great wilderness 
areas of the United States. Tom Hadley’s commentary is accompanied by actual 
tape recordings of the natural sounds of the birds and animals in the film. 

The climax of the story comes in an awesome spectacle of nature in soine of 
its most violent moods: forest fire and tornado. You will see twenty-six hundred 
acres of proud forest burned in a single day, the fire driving man, beast, and 
bird before it, destroying and charring, leaving death and desolation in its wake. 
But the comeback gives substance to the story, pointing up the fact that Nature 
abhors a vacuum. Blackened trees let in open sunlight. Pine borers, wild flowers, 
grass, and jack-pine seedlings creep in. Deer, opossum, and beaver slowly 
come back. The owls, nighthawks, and warblers return—including one of the 
rarest warblers in North America, the Kirtland’s warbler, which happens to 
thrive in burned-over jack-pine woodland. 

Tom and Arlene Hadley, residents of Holly, Michigan, have done much to 
awaken in the people of their state an appreciation of the out-of-doors. The 
Detroit Audubon Society during just one year while Hadley was president of 
the society raised its membership from 250 persons to 1,500. 

Betore he began devoting full time to his present work Hadley was a General 
Motors executive. First by avocation, but now by vocation, he is a naturalist, 
a wildlife photographer, and something of a philosopher. 


JanuARY MEETING DaTE 
THe JANvAry meeting of the Academy will be held at 8:15 p.m., Friday, 
January 27, in the Morrison Auditorium. Cleve Grant, Audubon screen tour 
lecturer, will present a color film, “American Birds and Big Game.” 


At THE SouND oF A DucGoNG 


History oF A sorr was made last month when Eugenie, a half-grown dugong 
(or sea cow) arrived at Steinhart Aquarium. Dr. Earl S. Herald, curator of 
aquatic biology, thinks this is possibly the first time a live dugong has ever been 
exhibited in an American zoo or aquarium. 
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Atany rate, Eugenie is a sight to behold. She is about 6 feet long, and weighs 
approximately 180 pounds. In a general way Eugenie looks like a seal. She has 
flippers up forward and a fishlike tail which is turned sidewise like a whale’s. 
Marine biologists think this strange mammal, half fishlike in appearance, gave 
rise to the belief in the existence of mermaids. A female dugong will clasp her 
young to her breast in a manner which may have fooled some early observer 
but surely he didn’t see the mother’s face, or else he had been at sea too long. 
(See the cover photo.) 

To return to the facts: dugongs are nocturnal in habit, and quite shy. They 
like to browse in eelgrass beds on the bottoms of shallow lagoons, munching 
the eelgrass in cowlike fashion—occasionally eating clams or sea cucumbers. 
The mammal’s nostrils are equipped with flap valves which open only when 
the animal surfaces (every 3 to 7 minutes) to breathe. 

Eugenie was captured in the Palau Islands by members of Stanford Univer- 
sitys George Vanderbilt Foundation who are engaged in research there. She 
was flown here in the care of Dr. Robert Harry, director of the Foundation. 

What is the sound of a dugong? Well, the only noise we have heard from 
Eugenie so far can be spelled phonetically, as follows: 


Eastwoop BroGRaPpHY PUBLISHED 


Now on THe press and scheduled for publication December 15 is a complete 
account of the life and work of Alice Eastwood, written by Carol Green Wilson. 
Titled Alice Eastwood's Wonderland: Adventures of a Botanist, the book is 
being printed by Lawton Kennedy. The Academy is the publisher. 

On December 16 in the May Treat Morrison Auditorium, Benjamin Draper, 
executive producer of “Science in Action,” will give two readings of an original 
television play based on the book. The play, Evening Primrose, was written by 
Carol Green Wilson, Martha Leavitt, and Benjamin Draper. After each reading 
there will be an opportunity to meet Mrs. Wilson and to have her autograph 
your copy of the Eastwood biography. The readings will be at 2:30 and 8:15 
p.M. Purchase of the five dollar book entitles you to two tickets to the reading. 
Additional admissions are one dollar. 

Mrs. Wilson, who is a member of the Academy, is the author of Chinatown 
Ouest, California Yankee, and Gump's Treasure Trade, which was a national 
best seller. She has generously donated all income from the book to the Alice 
Eastwood Hall of Botany Fund. 


Two More AcADEMY PUBLICATIONS 


ALso SCHEDULED for publication the middle of this month are two more books: 
The Wild Flowers of California by Mary Elizabeth Parsons and Science in 
Action TV Library, Vol. 1, edited by Benjamin Draper. 

The Parsons book is a re-publication. Since its first printing in 1897, the 
book has introduced thousands of persons to the study of Pacific Coast fowers— 
among them our own John Thomas Howell, curator of botany. The new edition 
will be priced at $3.95 (if ordering by mail add .25 for sales tax and handling). 
The Academy is the publisher. 

The television volume, which is being published by the Merlin Press, New 
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